
“This too shall pass... “ So while in lockdown WWW will be posting weekly updates and sharing info about the amazing places, 
venues and ‘things to do’ in our beautiful province of KZN.

So when we are able to travel again we can RE-DISCOVER these fabulous options.www
WHAT, WHERE & WHEN

in the Zulu KingdomApril-May 2020

Explore the
ElephantCoast



ELEPHANT COAST
The Elephant Coast incorporates the best 
of both land and sea safari experiences 
with its world-class conservation areas 
that include the iSimangaliso Wetland 
Park, South Africa’s first proclaimed 
World Heritage Site, and Africa’s oldest 
game reserve, the Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park. 
Natural and cultural diversity abound in 
this area that is home to an incredible 
21 different ecosystems – from its dense 
evergreen forests of towering fig trees, 
swamp forests with tangled masses of 
greenery, thick coastal forest, mountainous 
sand dunes, and pristine beaches to the 
African bushveld with its thorn trees and 
abundance of wildlife. 

This is one of the few destinations where 
a visitor can see the ‘Big Five’ before 
breakfast, watch dolphins and whales before 
lunch, explore the depths of the ocean in 
the afternoon and go turtle tracking after 
dinner. Stretching from the iMfolozi River in 
the south to the Mozambique border in the 
north, this region is easily accessible from 
Durban as well as Swaziland, Mozambique 
and Mpumalanga. There are dozens of 
game reserves, beautiful beaches, deep sea 
fishing and diving on several reefs, mountain 
trails, cultural activities and historical sites. 

check out this 
video on the 

Elephant Coast

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nt9LrtFfacE


The Zulu name for hippo is Imvubu 
which means ‘river horse’. This thick-
skinned, hairless and barrel-shaped 
mammal grazes on water grass in 

rivers and lakes and on the lush grass 
on riverbanks and plains, much like 
the equestrian version. But unlike a 

horse the hippo is a dangerous animal 
killing an estimated 500 people per 

year in Africa. 

DID YOU KNOW?

For more info click here www.elephantcoast.kzn.org.za

In addition to the Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park 
there are several private game reserves in 
the region that superb safari experiences, 
many of them home to a number of species 
of antelope as well as large populations of 
elephant, buffalo and giraffe, and predators 
such as the lion, cheetah and the elusive 
leopard.  

The Kosi Bay Nature Reserve is an unspoiled 
area surrounding the rare and beautiful Kosi 
Bay lake system and is a tropical paradise of 
crystal-clear water, marshland, swamp and 
coastal forests that is home to about 250 
species of bird.  The pristine beaches in the 
region are the nesting ground of sea turtles 
that come to shore between the months 
of November and January to lay their 
eggs – hatching occurs between January 
and March. This is a memorable sight and 
one that is closely monitored by resident 
researchers, fortunately there are several 
lodges in this area which offer guests this 
opportunity… as well as the privilege of 
being just a short stroll from beach or 
tucked into the coastal forest surrounded by 
bird calls. 

The town of St Lucia, located on the shores 
of the St Lucia Estuary and surrounded by 
the iSimangaliso Wetland Park, is home 

to resident hippo that occasionally roam 
the streets as well as a wide diversity of 
birdlife. A walk along the iGwalaGwala 
Forest trail with a local birding guide (ask 
for Themba Birding) is a most rewarding 
birding experience and will have you 
adding numerous ticks to your birding 
list. With its lakes, lagoons, freshwater 
swamps and grasslands, the iSimangaliso 
Wetland Park supports more species of 
animal than many of the better-known 
parks and deltas in Southern Africa. Whale 
watching is a popular activity, when from 
June to November the humpback whales 
migrate from their summer feeding grounds 
close to the poles, to warmer water for 
winter breeding. Other activities include 
game viewing, lake cruises, walking trails, 
horseback trails and canoe trips.

check out this 
video on a  
hippo in  
St Lucia

http://www.elephantcoast.kzn.org.za
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NpK_SU_gPcg


ELEPHANT COAST TOURISM OFFICES

UMKHANYAKUDE TOURISM 
(ELEPHANT COAST) 
Tel: 035 562 0966 
email: info@awf.co.za

MTUBATUBA TOURISM 
(MTUBA ST LUCIA) 
Colin Riley 082 492 0932 / Sipho Msweli

HLUHLUWE TOURISM (HLUHLUWE BIG 5) 
Tel: 035 562 0353 
email: info@awf.co.za

UMHLABUYALINGANA-CORAL COAST 
(SODWANA TO KOSI BAY) 
Tel: 074 103 0955 
Email: info@coralcoast.co.za

JOZINI TOURISM (LEBOMBO) 
Tel: 082 216 5744 
email: tourism@jozini.org.za



WHERE TO STAY AND WHAT TO DO ON THE ELEPHANT COAST

At the foot of the legendary Ghost Mountain lies the relaxed and welcoming 
GHOST MOUNTAIN INN, a country hotel in the village of Mkuze.

 Newly refurbished rooms have air-conditioning, select DSTV channels, 
complimentary WiFi, bar fridge, tea trays and private patios. The romantic 

garden setting is perfect for weddings and family celebrations.

There’s nothing quite like waking up to the breathtaking 
expanse of the eMakhosini Valley. MTONJANENI LODGE 
have 26 en-suite rooms and can easily accommodate 55 
guests if sharing. The beautifully furnished en-suite rooms 
offer the perfect countryside stay.

Check out this 
video on  

Ghost Mountain 
Inn

Click below for more info

https://www.facebook.com/pg/MtonjaneniLodge/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gd5IAy4NVsY


ELEPHANT LAKE INN boasts with 34 modern, en-suite, air-
conditioned rooms. All rooms are equipped with flat screen 

TV’s and selected DStv channels, tea / coffee making 
facilities, electronic wall safes; hair dryer and full range of 

bathroom amenities.

Click below for more info

Located on the shores of the St Lucia Estuary within 
the iSimangaliso Wetland Park, ELEPHANT LAKE HOTEL  

features a restaurant and a bar leading out onto a viewing 
deck, where hippos can be spotted. The hotel has 2 levels 
and each air-conditioned room comes either with balcony 

or a patio and offers views of the St Lucia Estuary.

Check out this 
video on a hippo 
visiting the hotel

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Elephant-Lake-Inn-St-Lucia-uMkhanyakude-District/441026875945277
https://www.facebook.com/125524660816152/videos/281409599423241/
https://www.goodersonleisure.co.za/


DUMAZULU GAME LODGE also offers game drives, a variety of 
tours so you can experience the true richness of the Kingdom of 
the Zulu. The 21 rounded ethnic huts – housing 19 twin rooms and 
two double rooms – are arranged in a circle around a central cattle 
kraal in true Zulu tradition.

Experience a magical safari retreat where the wild run free at 
BUSHLANDS GAME LODGE. Enjoy air-conditioned wooden 
chalets which are built on stilts and then connected by raised 
wooden walkways leading to the main dining room, bar, 
swimming pool and boma.

Click here to find out more about Gooderson Leisure properties

https://www.goodersonleisure.co.za/


Set on the magnificent Elephant Coast, you’ll get to experience spectacular 
accommodation near South Africa’s oldest Game Reserve, the 3-star ANEW HOTEL 

HLUHLUWE – the ultimate South African holiday destination.

The Hotel offers a wide variety of affordable holiday accommodation including a 
5-star self-catering safari lodge for a true bush experience. The Hotel also offers 

packages for corporate and government guests with a wide range of intimate 
conferencing venues in the Zululand area.

Check out this 
video to learn 

more.

ADVANTAGE TOURS holds the legal permits issued by Department of 
Environmental Affairs and Tourism Oceans and Coast for the whale/
dolphin-watching permit since 1998, as well as the iSimangaliso issued 
concession for boat cruises on Lake St Lucia.
They also offer:
Hippo/Croc sightseeing boat cruises
Boat-Based-Whale/Dolphin Watching
Deep Sea Game Fishing

Click below for more info

https://www.facebook.com/398189940596273/videos/2491262304270234/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/StLuciaAdvantage/about/?ref=page_internal

